In Puerto Rico, as in other Third World countries, expansion of export industries led to the neglect of agriculture, leading to a decline in output and employment on small farms, and increased dependence on imported foodstuffs, including raw materials for food processing plants.
Since the new industry provided relatively little unemployment, however, half the population continued to struggle for survival in the rural areas. The 'surplus' migrated to swell the ranks of the poorest strata of the U.S. mainland population.
In the mid-1970s, the U.S. government began to provide 'food aid ' in the form of food stamps used to ' purchase ' imported --not locally-grown --foodstuffs. This further underscored the 'hollowness' characteristic of the Puerto Rican economy. 
